Rearrangement in rDNA-bearing chromosomes in cell lines from neoplastic cells.
Cytological hybridization in situ and karyotypic analysis have been used to investigate positional changes in rDNA, and morphological changes in rDNA-bearing chromosomes, in a series of cell lines established from patients with various proliferative disorders. Characteristic features of chromosomes in these cell lines include extreme differences in the number of rRNA genes per locus, translocations involving rDNA, and distinct rearrangements of a large portion of the rDNA complex to a q-terminal position on acrocentric chromosomes.